The discovery of this metal is of comparatively recent date, go--ing back no 
[Jan't,. platinum has been found in considerable quantities in the Ural mountains. Its grains commonly contain gold, irridium, palladium, rhodium and osmium; occasionally some others.
Platinum is exceedingly refractory in the fire, being unaffected by the heat of strong wind furnaces, but fusing with scintillation in the flame of the oxyhydrogen blowpipe; it is malleable and ductile to an astonishing degree, and like iron, may be welded with a hammer. It resists the action of most acids and the air, and is quite indispensable in the operations of the laboratory.
With regard to the action of platinum on gasses, Turner has the following paragraph, (vol. i, page "The perfection of the methods above described, for giving to platinum complete malleability, will best be estimated by comparing the metal thus obtained, in respect of its specific gravity, with platinum which has undergone complete fusion; and by comparing it in respect of its tenacity, with other metals possessing that quality in the greatest perfection. The specific gravity of platinum, drawn into fine wire from a button which had been completely fused by the late Dr. E. D. Clarke, with an oxyhydrogen blow-pipe, I found to be 21-16. The aggregate specific gravity of the cake of metallic mud, when first introduced into the barrel, exclusively of moisture, is about 4-3; when taken from the press, it is about 10. That of the cake fully contracted, on being taken out of the wind-furnace before forging, is from 17 to 17-7. The mean specific gravity of the platinum, after forging, is about 21-25, although, that of some rods, after being drawn, is 21-4 : but that of fine platinum-wire, determined by comparing the weight of a given length of it, with the weight of an equal length of gold wire, drawn through the same hole, I find to be 21-5, which is the maximum specific gravity that we can well expect to be given to platinum.
" 
